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NATIVITY! (DEBBIE ISITT, 2009)
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Literacy Plan: Stories with Familiar Settings

Thinking Film Primary 








3 weeks

CLIP CONTEXT

Paul Maddens is a Drama School graduate and primary school teacher who stopped believing in Christmas when his school nativity production got a disastrous review in the local paper. His Drama school friend, Gordon Shakespeare, now also a teacher – manages to get the ‘5 Start Review’ for his Nativity school productions every year. We join Mr. Maddens at the start of the Christmas term.

This sequence takes plays during the day. It’s naturally lit.

On-going: The Thinking Film Working Wall: We recommend that space is provided for a ‘Thinking Film’ Working Wall / display where children can add words, images and thoughts. This will help visual learners to consolidate the Literacy themes covered in this unit.

WEEK BY WEEK OUTLINE

Prior Learning: Identify the elements of a familiar setting and write sentences describing settings.

Week 1: Analyse and identify elements of familiar settings on screen, create a mood board comparing the onscreen setting with own school.
Week 2: Analyse the clip in detail, investigate and write sentences through modelled and shared composition.
Week 3: Investigate and write sentences to describe a setting.
NB: The ‘MUST, SHOULD, COULD’ CATEGORIES REFER TO THE DIFFICULTY OF THE ACTIVITY (e.g. MUST = easy; SHOULD = medium; COULD = hard)
	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 1

MOOD BOARDS

Focus: describe the school settings depicted in the clip. Create a mood board.

Discuss atmosphere of clip and common features and themes of familiar settings in stories.

Compare the two different school settings with their own school. Choose suitable words and descriptions.

Justify choices using screen grabs or sound bites from the clip.


	Watch clip: discuss the similarities and differences between the two schools on screen and pupils’ own school.

Use screen-grabs or pause button to highlight, annotate stills in order to discuss setting.

Discuss mood and atmosphere of the clip. Introduce the idea of ‘Mood Boards’: a mood board is a collage of images and text to sum up the look and feel of a concept – in this case, the setting as depicted in the film.

Children choose suitable words to describe the mood and atmosphere of the settings on screen.
	MOOD BOARDS:

MUST: work in pairs to come up with 3 words and screen-grabs to describe the mood and atmosphere of St. Bernadette’s School.

SHOULD: work in pairs to choose words and screen-grabs that describe St. Bernadette’s and words that describe Oakmoor school.

COULD: work in pairs to compare and contrast the two school settings as portrayed on screen. Choose and organize words and screen-grabs that describe both settings. Use examples from the clip.
	Discuss the words and images chosen. 

Add key ‘Familiar Setting Words’ to the Thinking Film working wall.


	Express a view clearly as part of a class or group discussion.

Form opinions of a text and use evidence in the text to explain their reasons.

Create Mood Boards that effectively showcase their ideas.


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 2

READING IMAGES

Focus: analyse the clip in detail, investigate and write sentences through modelled and shared shot-by-shot analysis composition.

Understand in broad terms the key elements of Film Language.


	Watch and discuss the clip in terms of the FILM LANGUAGE  FILM HIGH-FIVE– 

(See appendix 1 – Film Language prompt sheet and appendix 3 – Film High Five).

Watch the clip as a class and discuss reactions to it. What is the mood? Genre? Style? Why are we studying it as part of our ‘Stories with familiar Settings’ Unit?


	Teacher splits class into 5 groups –  

1. The Frame; 

2. Colour, light + shadow; 

3. Mise en scene
4. Sound + music 

5. Sequence

Each group works together to watch the clip and share their thoughts on their particular aspect of Film Language.


	Each group to feed back. Teacher to act as scribe and to add words to the Thinking Film Working Wall.


	Express their ideas clearly as part of a group discussion 


Form ideas about a story and use evidence from the story to explain their reasons
Use the following terms when discussing film:

Frame; colour, light, shadow; movement; sound, music and sequence.


	Objectives
	Whole class activities
	Differentiated independent or group activities
	Plenary / focused questions
	Success Criteria

Children can:

	Week 3

SETTING SENTENCES

Explore how different texts appeal to audiences by using varied styles, structures and descriptive film language


Identify features that storytellers use to provoke audience reactions

Write non-narrative texts using a range of structures, e.g. descriptions


	Teacher models how to ‘read’ images by watching the clip and pausing it at regular intervals and asking the 2 ‘Why and Where’ questions: 

Why does this shot follow that one?

Where is the camera placed to frame the shot and why?

Children will work in small groups to analyze a short section of the clip.


	READING IMAGES GRID (see Appendix 2)

Children to work in groups carrying out close reading analysis exercises of sections of the clip.

MUST: children to work through the first minute of the clip (the opening).

SHOULD: children to focus on the sequences that show St. Bernadette’s school.

COULD: children to focus on the clip as a whole and to fill in the grid and choose eight stills that show how the camera is used to show the contrasts between the two schools.
	Pupils to feed back their shot-by-shot analysis.
	Write descriptive sentences about the setting 


APPENDIX 1

FILM LANGUAGE PROMPT SHEET

For more explanation of film terminology, see http://www.filmeducation.org/staffroom/film_in_the_classroom/film_language/
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APPENDIX 2

READING IMAGES GRID
NATIVITY! (DEBBIE ISITT, 2009)
‘Head Teacher’s Office’


Watch the sequence and pause it when you see an interesting shot. Create a screen grab by taking a picture of the screen at that point.  On a PC, hit the Print Screen button – this automatically takes a picture of the screen and saves it to the ‘Clipboard’. On an Apple Mac, press shift  + Apple or Command + 3, and save the image to the Desktop.

Answer the questions below.

Aim for 8 shots and descriptions.


Watch the clip. Decide where to pause it. 
Create a screen grab by taking a picture of the screen at that point. 

	Shot description
	Why does this shot follow the last one? What information does this sequence give us?
	Where is the camera placed and why? What can we see on the screen? What can’t we see? Why?
	What is the effect?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


COLOUR, LIGHT AND SHADOW


How is the scene lit? 


Is it indoors or outdoors? 


Is it day or night?


What effect does this have on the mood and atmosphere?


Are there lots of shadows? Again, how does this effect the mood of the piece?





THE FRAME


What can you see in the frame?


What can’t you see?


Where is the camera placed?


What type of shot is it? 


Where are the characters placed in relation to each other?


What is the body language of those on screen?


Why? What does this tell us?


What props / elements of setting give us clues about the time and location of the sequence?








FRAME





MOVEMENT


Does the camera stay still or does it move around with the action?


Where does the action take place?


What is actually happening on screen?





SOUND AND MUSIC


What type of music can you hear - if any?


Is it part of the action on the screen, or a soundtrack over the top?


How does the music affect the mood and atmosphere of the clip?


Are there any special sound effects?


What type of language are the characters using to speak to each other – otherworldly / formal / old fashioned?





SEQUENCE


How many editing cuts can you count?


Does the editing speed up or slow down at any point?�Why?


Does the music effect the editing?


Are the events that you see in a specific order? Are they in real time? Are they in flashback?


How does this effect how we can understand the story?
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